Tran Binh Gia
3/12/1964 - 3/1/1965

Vé Trung Tin - Nguyén Hitu Vién

Tran Binh Gii 13 trdn danh xay ra vao cudi thang 12 niam 1964 trong Chién tranh Viét
Nam tai lang Binh Gia, tinh Phuéc Tuy, gitta Quan lyc Viét Nam Cong hoa va quan CSBV. Binh
Gid toa lac hai bén truc 16 trai da trén mot dia hinh cao véi rao tre bao quanh. Truc giao thong
chinh cta Binh Gia 1a LTL7 nbi lién gitra hai tinh Ba-Ria va Long Khanh. Pa s6 dong bao dinh cu
tai day 13 gido dan tir Thanh Hoa va Nghé-An di cu nam 1954. Khi bat dau dinh cu dan sb lang
Binh Gid do khoang 2000 ngudi. Pén nam 1964 dan sé cua Lang Binh Gid 1én dén khoang 6000
nguoi.

Lang Binh Gii thugc Chi khu Pirc Thanh cach tinh ly Phudc Tuy khoang 18 cay sd, cach
Saigon khoang 67 cdy s vé phia Pong theo duong chim bay. Ngbi lang nhé nay chi c6 hai trung
d6i Dia Phuong Quéan phong thu.

Ngudi din Binh Gia rat ngoan dao dudi sy ldnh dao ciia mot Cha xtr. Khi qudc sach Ap
Chién lugc ra doi Lang Binh Gia duoc t chirc thanh mot ngdi lang kiéu méu, nhitng liy tre xanh
nhanh chong moc 1én quanh lang. Dan lang dugc cha xu td chuc thanh doi ngu, dugc trang bi vil
khi dén cap Trung doi. Nhing tram canh quanh lang dugc ting cuong véi hé thdng min bay sang
thao tdi gay.

0 lang Binh Gia

Khéi dau xam luge mién Nam, CS d3 hoat dong tuyén truyén, pha hoai, am sat vién chuc
chinh quyén. Céac hoat nay dudng nhu xay ra khap noi nhung tuyét dét da khong xay ra tai ving
Binh Gid. CS da thit bai khong gy duoc ha ting co s& cia ching tra tron voi dan lang nhu tai
nhitng dia phuong khac. Nguoc lai, mdi nguoi dan Binh Gia 1a mét tinh béo vién. Moi tin tirc déu
dugc bao co 1én cha s¢ dé cha s diic két goi 1én quan. Co thé noi 1a tin te tinh bao ma Chi Khu
Duc Thanh va Tiéu khu Phu6e Tuy nhén duge tir Binh gia la nhimg ngudn tin dang tin cdy nht.
Khi tran Binh Gii xay ra, ngudi Binh Gia véi hai ban tay khong da tham gia chlen dau sat canh voi
luc lugng ban khi hanh quan tai chiém lang. Khi CS tin cong lang dan ching an nap trong him kin
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déo theo doi va bao céo vé quan moi lyc luwong cua dich, che dau thuong binh va khi don vi tai
chiém lang, ca lang mang thyc pham va nudc udng ra tiép don, ty lao.

Lang Binh Gii ciing 1a noi dich quan lwa chon dé bit dau leo thang chién tranh tir du kich
chién 1én tran dia chién. CS da ap dung chién thuat “Cong don da vién”, danh chiém lang Binh Gia
bang luc luong dia phuong dé nhit danh cac don vi tiép vién. Binh Gii dugc chon lam muyc tiéu vi
Binh Gid & cach xa quan/chi khu va chi dugc bao vé voi 2 Trung d6i Bdo-an (Luc lugng dia
phuong sau ndy céi tén thanh Pia —phuong-quan).

Lwc Luwong CSBV

CS da tung vao chién trudng hai Trung doan chinh quy Q761 va Q762, dugc tang cuong
Trung doan 80 Phéo-binh Mién cing véi 2 tiéu doan 500 va 800 chi lyc quan khu mién Dong,
Tiéu doan 186 cua quan-khu 6, Pai doi D445 va cac don vi du kich huyén va xa Tinh Ba-Ria. Luc
luong tham dy téng cong 1én dén trén 7000 nguoi duoc dat dudi su chi huy cua Tran dinh Xu va
Chinh uy Lé van Tudng.

Lyc lwong VNCH
- 2 Trung Doi Bao-An tran gitt Binh Gia.
- Chi Poan 3 Thiét Van Xa, Chi Poan M24 Thiét Giap.
- Céc Tiéu Poan 30,TD 33 va TD38 Biét bong Quan
- Tiéu doan 4 Thuy Quan Luc Chién.
- TiéuPoan 1,3 va 7 Nhay Du.

Dién tién :

Vao dau thangl2 nim 1964 cac hoat dong du kich CS gia ting gap boi tai quanh ving
Binh-Gia trong khi cac dai don vi ctia ching tir Chién Khu D di chuyén tap trung tai khu rimg phia
béc chi khu Pirc-thanh. Lang Binh Gid hau nhu bi dich khudy phé thuong xuyén dé tham do cac vi
tri bd phong cia lang.

Rang sang ngay 3.12.1964, dé chao don ngay ky niém 4 nam thanh 1ap mat trdn giai phong
mién Nam (MTGPMN) dai doi D445 thudc lyc lugng dia phuong tinh Ba-Ria tan cong ap chién-
lwgc Binh Gii. Pdng lic d6, Tiéu doan 1, Trung doan Q761 bao vdy va phao kich chi-khu Drrc-
Thanh.




Hai ngay sau 4/12/1964 BTL Quén-doan III cho truc thing véan tiéu doan 30 Biét-Dong-
Quén xudng tran dia tai mot dia diém phia Tay Nam chi-khu dé tir ddy mé cudc hanh quan giai toa
Binh Gii. Cudc dung d6 kha ac-liét, quan CS yéu thé nén da rat lui. VC bo lai trén dia 32 xac.

Ngay 8.12, Pai d6i 445 cung voi mot dai doi thudc Trung-doan Q761 tn cong lang Binh
Gia lan thir nhi. Trong lic d6, Tiéu doan 3 thugc Trung doan Q761 va Tiéu doan 5 thudc Trung-
doan Q762 danh chi-khu Dat 6. Cac don-vi thudc doan 80 phao-binh phao kich hai chi-khu Prc-
Thanh, Xuyén-Mdc va Trung-tdm Huén-luyén Van-Kiép dé cAm chan yém tro cho cac cudc tin
cong trén. Tuy nhién, quian CS di bi day lui. Cac cudc phéo kich cua dich quan khong giy ra thiét
hai nao déng ké.

Ngay 9.12, Chi-doan 3 thudc Trung-doan 1 Thiét-giap duoc 1énh mé cudc hanh quan giai
téa lién tinh-16 7. Bon ngay sau (13.12), trén dudng hanh quan tré v&, Chi-doan 3 lot vao 6 phuc-
kich cua trung-doan Q762 tai Binh Ba, trén truc 16 Phudc Tuy - Ham Tén. cach song Cau khoang
600 thudc. C6 dén 14 chiéc M113, hon phan nira thiét-van-xa ctia chi-doan bi pha-hity va B/U
Ngoc Chi-doan-truong bi tir thuong.

Ngay 14/12 mot ngay sau khi Chi-doan 3 Ky-binh bi phuc-kich, Tiéu-doan 4 TQLC duoc
tryc-thing-van xudng bia lang phia TAy Binh Gia dé giai toa ap luc dich va giai vay cho phan con
lai cia Chi-doan 3 Ky-binh con dang c6 thu tai noi bi phuc-kich. Khi Tiéu-doan 4 TQLC bt tay
duoc véi Chi-doan 3 Thiét-ky thi dich quan da rat lui, tran dia chi con lai xac nguoi va xac cac xe
thiét van xa M.113 bi pha huy trong rimg cao su bo hoang. Viét cong da thio gd, thu nhat hét vii
khi, ludn ca quan trang trén nguoi di chét ching ciing khong tir. Tiéu-doan 4 TQLC b tri yém trg
cho Chi-doan 3Thiét-ky thu don chién treong va rat ra khéi tran dia. Tiéu-doan 4 TQLC tiép tuc
hanh quén tién vé phia rimg Sac giai toa ap luc dich doc theo qubc-16 15 tir Phude-Tuy dén quan
Long Thanh. Khong c6 hoat dong nao dang ké cua dich quin duoc ghi nhan. Ngay 16/12/1964
TP4TQLC di chuyén bang xe GMC vé Di An va hang ngay tng chién cho QD3 tai phi trudng
Bién Hoa.

Nhirng ngay sau tran Binh Ba, khong c6 mét dAu hiéu nao cho théy su hién dién cua dich
trong ving. Cac don vi tham chién cua dich da rat sdu vao rimg gan bii bién Ham-Tan dé tiép nhan
vi-khi dan duge tir mot chiée tau tir mién Béc vao cap bén tai Loc-An ngay 22/12/1964 mang theo
44 tan vii khi gdm sung trudng CKC, Tiéu liéen AK47, K50, thuong lién RPD va sting chong chién
xa B40. S vii khi ndy dugc trang bi ngay cho cac can binh VC dang tham chién.

Khuya ngay 28.12 Dai d6i D445 cung v6i Dai d6i 2 thuge Tiéu doan 1, Trung doan Q761
tro lai tin cong Binh Gii lan thir ba dong thoi ding dai bac 75 ly khong git truc xa vao chi khu
Ptc-Thanh.




Ngbi lang nhé Binh Gid nay chi c6 hai Trung doi Dia Phuong Quan trén git, chi sau mot
vai gio giao tranh 1a bi that thi. Sau khi chiém xong lang, dich quan ting vién thém quan de cb thu.

Sang ngay hom sau 29/12, Tiéu doan 38 BDQ dugc tryc thing van xudng trang trong phia
Tay Nam chi khu Dirc-Thanh dé tai chiém Binh Gii. Tiéu doan 38 BDQ chia lam 3 mui tién quan
vao Binh Gia nhung ca ba mui déu cham sung nang. Viét cong da b tri tran dia, dao sin cac cong
su kién ¢ chd danh vién binh truc thang van ¢ céc bai tréng quanh lang, phuc kich Tiéu doan 38
Biét Pong Quan ngay khi vira cham chan xubng dat. Tiéu doan nay da anh diing chéng tra minh
liét nhung van bi thiét hai niang, Tiéu Poan Truéng va mot Pai Doi Trudng bi tir thwong. Hon mot
tram chién binh con sdng sot da kéo vao tir thi & ngdi nha tho chinh trong lang.

Trudc tinh hinh nghi€m trong, ngdy hom sau, Quan doan III lai cho tryc thiang van Tiéu
doan 30 Biét Pong Quén xubng phia Tdy Nam lang Binh Gia dé tiép ctru quan ban. Cude ) quén
khong gap su su khang cu nao cua dich quan, nhung Tiéu doan nay bi cam chan ngay khi bat dau
tién vao lang va suot ngay hém dé Tiéu doan 30 van khong tién 1én dugc dé bit tay voi tiéu doan
38 BPQ dang c6 thii cach bia lang d6 300 thudc. Trong khi d6, nhd sy che chd tich cuc cua dan
lang, hon mot traim tay sung TD 38 Biét Pong Quan vén giit duoc vi tri, du tat ca déu mang thuong
tich trén nguoi.

Séang ngay 30.12, Tiéu-doan 4 TQLC duogc truc thang van xubng phia Pong Nam ép La Van dé
tang cuong cho luc-lugng dd co san tai day chiém lai Binh-Gid. Quan sé khién dung cia
TB4TQLC khoang 550 nguoi. (TDT Thiéu Ta Nguyén Vin Nho, TBP B/U Tran Vin Hoan,
PDT:Tr/U Tran Ngoc Toan, Tr/U D6 Hiru Tung, Th/U Nguyén Vin Hué, Tr/U Nguyén Ding
Tong. 2 SQ cb van 1a Th/T Ell¢ & Tr/U Brady va sau ting cuong B/U DG Cook va 2 Ha Si Quan
TQLC My)

Sau do TQLC bét tay dugc voi cac canh quan cua hai Tiéu-doan 30 va 38 BDbQ day lui
quén CS vé phia Pong. Pém dén quan CS trd lai tan cong lang Binh-Gid nhung di bi déy lui sau
gan mot gid giao-tranh. Tuy nhién trong khi yém-trg cho quan ban, mét tryc thang cua My da bi
bén roi trong ddn dién cao-su Quang-Giao cach lang Binh Gia khoang 4 cy sd. Phi hanh doan 4
nguoi déu bi tir-thwong.

Hinh chup vao thang 12/1964 tai Viing Tau, mgt phi dji tryc thang UH-1 ciia Hoa Ky dang cho
boc mét lyc lwong bp-chien vao gidi toa lang Binh Gid. (HINH ANH: Ralph Orlando).



Sang ngay 31/12/1964, TD4TQLC duogc linh dwa quan vao don dién cao su Quang Giao
dé tim chiéc tryc thing bi nan dém qua. Khi tién dén don dién cao su, cach lang Binh Gia 2Km vé
huéng Pong, PP 2 cua Tr/Uy Tung bao cdo da thdy chiéc tryc thing rét dém qua va xac phi hanh
doan. Pai doi 2 mé rong doi hinh lyc soat va kham pha ra nhiéu g0 ma mdi chon nhung that ra 1a
cac vi tri don thd phuc kich cua dich. Ngay lic d6 quan VC da doi md tran 1én tan cong va vay
danh. PP 2 xiét chat doi hinh chéng tra manh 1i€t, chan dung nhiéu dot xung phong cua dich. Sau
khi bi thiét hai mat mot Trung Doi, VC bi day lui. Puoc tin cham dich, Tiéu-doan-Truong diéu
dong Tiéu doan tir lang Binh-Gid dén tiép ctru. Khi Tiéu doan dén thi VC da rat lui. Khoang nira
gi0 sau, mot tryc-thang tan thuong va hai tryc-thang vo trang dén. Tryc- thang tan-thuong dap
xu6ng nhan xac phi-hanh-doan nhung tir chdi chuyén chd 12 xac TQLC bét chap sy phan doi cua
cac si-quan c6-van My cta don vi.

Mii dén 16.00 gio khong co truc thang tan thuong nén Tiéu-doan-Trudng quyét dinh di
chuyén xéc theo duong bo ve lang Binh-Gia. Tiéu doan vira thu quan chuyen sang do1 hinh di hanh
thi dich quan xuat hién khap bon phia, nd sung khong giat, sung coi tan cong toi tAp vao vi tri cia
don vindy va sau d6 chung dung chién thuat bién nguoi tin cong khi vira dut dot phao kich. Tiéu
doan 4TQLC chéng tra chdng tra dir doi va chan dimg nhiéu dot xung phong.

Khoang nira gio sau khi cham sung Thiéu t4 Nguyén vin Nho Tiéu doan Trudng bi tir
thuong va TD ph6 Dai-ty Hodn bi thuong nang. Trung-y Trén ngoc Toan Trung DJi truong
Trung-d6i 1 nim quyen chi huy diéu dong Tiéu doan cb thu trén ngon doi giira rimg cao-su Quang
Giao. Tai day Tiéu doan da chén ding thém nhleu dot xung phong va gay thiét hai nang cho VC.
Tréan danh khdc liét tiép tuc cho dén khi troi sup ti, Trung-uy Trin ngoc Toan bi thuong & chan da
cling cac quan nhan con séng sot clia hai Pai doi 1 va 3 mé duong mau xong pha vong vy chay
thoét vé dén Binh Gia.

Trdn Binh Gid ngay 31/12/1964

T4i dén, phi co 1én ving tha hod chau soi sang tran dia. Du6i 4nh sang hoa chau, Tr/U
Nguyén Dang Téng PDT/PDP4 hudéng dan cic quan nhan con tan lac tim dudng trd lai Binh Gia.

Quan CS ciing rut lui ra khoi trn dia va dung xe bo chuyén ché xac cac can binh tir trin vé
hudng Rung la va Xuyén Mdc.

Pai Tuéng Nguyén Khanh chi dinh Pai Ta Lam Quang Tho dang 1a Chi Huy Trudng
Trudng Thiét Giap lam Chi Huy Trudng Chién Poan 5 mé cudc hanh quan Hing Vuong 2 dé tio
thanh vung Binh Gia.

Sang ngay 1/1/1965 nhiéu don vi quan d¢i dugc van chuyén toi dé tiép vién cho mat tran
Binh Gia. 102 xac VC b6 tai tran.



Ngay 3/1/1965 BTL tién phuong cua chién doan 5 cing Chi Poan Ky binh gdm 15 chién
xa M24 ciing véi TD35BDQ ting thiét di chuyén tir Ba Ria 1én Dirc Thanh da lot vao 6 phuc kich
cua Trung Poan Q762 trén LTL7. Lyc lugng hanh quan bi thi¢t hai ning, hau hét Si-quan cua
BTL tién phuong déu bi ttr tran.

at : F g Ty . 5o S
Cac ST Quan DD32 Nhay Du tai Binh Gid T trdi sanh phdi: Chuan U,y Nguyén van Téo,
Chudn Uy Trwong Vian Ngoat, DDT: Trung Uy Lé Minh Ngoc, Thiéu Uy Nguyén Dirc Cin

Ngay sau d6, BTL Quan doan III tryc thiang van 2 Tiéu doan 1 & 3 Nhay Du xudng phia
déng Binh-Gid mé cudc hanh quan truy kich, va TD7ND mé dudng tir Phude Lé dén Ba-Binh thu
nhit nhimg xac binh si tir trdn ctia 2 don vi Thiét Giap va BPQ nhung khéng c6 cudc giao tranh
nao xay ra, quan CS da rit lui..,

Sau d6 3 TPDND duoc tryc thang van danh théng vao mat khu Hac-Dich dé can quét. Cude
hanh quan khong cé dung d¢ 16n vi dich quan 1an tranh. Cac Tiéu doan Du kham pha dugc nhiéu
kho lwong thuc, vii-khi, dan dugc ctiia Viét Cong.

Tong ket :
- Phia Viét Nam Cong hoa tong cong c6 201 quan nhan thiét mang (trong d6 co 5 ¢b van M),
192 ngudi bi thwong (trong d6 c6 8 ngudi My), va 68 ngudi mét tich (trong d6 co 3 ngudi My)
- Thiét hai cia TP4TQLC bao gém 112 tr tran, 71 bi thuwong, 22 si quan cua TP da tu tran ké ca
Tiéu doan truong. Cac cd van Donald G. Cook (c6 van TP4TQLC), Harold G. Bennett va Charles
E. Crafts (c6 vin TD33BDQ) bi bat lam tu binh.
- V@ phia Viét Cong, theo 101 xac nhan ciia mét SQ cao cép CS thi su thiét hai cua ho trén 1000
nhan mang gdm ca chi luc, du kich va dan cong.

Sy thit bai vé quén sy cua tran Binh Gia da anh hudng rat 16n dén chinh sach st dung quan
d6i My dé thay thé QLVNCH trong duong 16i chi dao chién tranh “ling va diét dich”.

Tai Liéu Tham Khdo :

- Chién tranh VN toan tap 1963-1975 cua Tién Si Nguyén Birc Phuiwong, Lang Van xb2001.

- Trén Binh Gia ciia Huynh bitu Son trén trang nha www.bariaphuoctuy.org

- Nhitng sw thét vé trin Binh Gid cua Tran Ngoc Toan, Cuwu TDT/TP4/TQLC trén trang nha tvn.org.
Trén Binh Gia lic khoi dau ciia MX Tran Ngoc Toan trén tqlcvn. Victoria‘s blog.360.yahoo.com.
Phéng vén céc chién hizu trong SOND
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Original caption: General William C. Westmoreland, Commander of the U. S. Forces in Vietnam
will return to Washington on July Ist to become Chief of Staff of the Army, President Johnson
announced late on March 22nd. General Westmoreland is shown here going through heavy jungle
bush at Binh Gia, South Vietnam, in a January 10, 1965 photo.
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